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Checklist 
Youth & Juvenile Social Work & Case 

Management 
 

This checklist is designed to guide you through the essential steps for starting or advancing your 

career in youth and juvenile social work. Whether you’re just beginning your journey or looking 

to specialize in areas like juvenile justice or youth casework, these actionable steps will help you 

stay on track and achieve your goals.  

Print it out or save it as a reference to ensure nothing gets overlooked on your path to making a 

meaningful impact. 

Getting Started 

☐ Earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work (BSW) or a related field. 

☐ Pursue relevant internships or volunteer opportunities in schools, community programs, or 

juvenile justice settings. 

☐ Develop foundational skills, such as active listening, empathy, and cultural competency. 

Building Expertise 

☐ Enroll in a Master’s Degree in Social Work (MSW) program for advanced roles. 

☐ Gain certifications such as Child Welfare Specialist or Juvenile Justice Certification. 

☐ Stay informed about trends in youth and juvenile social work by attending workshops, 

seminars, or professional conferences. 

Gaining Experience 

☐ Apply for entry-level roles, such as youth caseworker or school social worker, to gain hands-

on experience. 

☐ Seek out mentorship opportunities with experienced youth social workers. 

☐ Build a network with community organizations, probation officers, and educators to 

collaborate effectively. 

Specializing in Juvenile Justice 
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☐ Complete coursework or training in juvenile delinquency and criminal justice. 

☐ Pursue roles like juvenile court social worker, detention center social worker, or juvenile 

justice case worker. 

☐ Advocate for restorative justice and diversion programs to help young offenders avoid 

incarceration. 

Enhancing Career Prospects 

☐ Obtain licensure (LCSW or LMSW) as required in your state. 

☐ Explore leadership opportunities, such as program director roles or policy-making positions 

in youth and juvenile social work. 

☐ Develop expertise in crisis intervention, trauma-informed care, and family mediation for 

more specialized roles. 
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Pro Tip: 

Regularly update your resume with new certifications, skills, and experiences. Tailor it to 

highlight your expertise in youth social work and juvenile justice to stand out for advanced roles 

or specialized positions. 

 

View our website for more helpful guides: 
https://www.socialworkportal.com/
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