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Checklist 

Veterinary Social Work 
 

Ready to take the next steps toward a rewarding career in veterinary social work? Use this 
comprehensive checklist to stay organized and ensure you’re on the right track. 

This handy checklist includes: 

• Step-by-step guidance on education, certification, and gaining experience. 
• Tips for networking, finding veterinary social work jobs, and advancing your career. 
• A clear roadmap to help you stay on track and measure your progress. 

Getting Started 

☐ Research what veterinary social work is and explore how it aligns with your career goals. 
☐ Learn about the roles and responsibilities of a veterinary social worker to understand the field 
better. 
☐ Familiarize yourself with the human-animal bond and its significance in social work. 

Education and Certification 

☐ Enroll in a Master of Social Work (MSW) program with coursework that supports veterinary 
social work. 
☐ Research veterinary social work certificate programs, including online and in-person options. 
☐ Pursue an animal-assisted social work certificate to specialize in therapy-focused roles. 
☐ Identify schools offering veterinary social work programs or related specializations. 
☐ Contact program advisors to discuss your educational goals and career aspirations. 
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Gaining Experience 

☐ Volunteer or intern at an animal shelter, rescue organization, or veterinary clinic. 
☐ Shadow a veterinary social worker to gain real-world insights into the profession. 
☐ Participate in community outreach programs focused on social work with animals. 
☐ Attend workshops or webinars on animal-assisted therapy social work to broaden your 
knowledge. 

Building Connections 

☐ Join the International Association of Veterinary Social Work to network with professionals 
and stay updated on industry trends. 
☐ Attend conferences and events focused on veterinary social work and animal welfare. 
☐ Connect with peers, mentors, and educators in the field for advice and guidance. 

Career Preparation 

☐ Create a strong resume highlighting your experience with animals, counseling, and advocacy. 
☐ Search for veterinary social work jobs and identify the roles that align with your expertise. 
☐ Prepare for interviews by studying common challenges and rewards in social work with 
animals. 
☐ Research salary expectations for veterinary social workers to negotiate confidently. 

Ongoing Professional Development 

☐ Stay current on trends in animal-assisted social work and therapy techniques. 
☐ Continue networking with professionals in the field to open doors to new opportunities. 
☐ Explore advanced certifications or degrees to further specialize and grow your career. 

Pro Tip: Keep this checklist handy and revisit it regularly to track your progress and adjust your 
goals as needed. Consistent effort and a clear plan will help you achieve success in veterinary 
social work. 

By following this checklist, you’ll be well-equipped to navigate the journey into veterinary social 
work and build a fulfilling career that benefits both people and animals. 

 



View our website for more helpful guides: 
https://www.socialworkportal.com/ 
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